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U.S.Israeli trade
in spying data
is placed on hold
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Jerusalem Bureai of The- Sun

JERUSALEM — Routine ex-
changes of intelligence information
between officials of the U.S. govern-
ment and Israelf diplomats in Wash-
ington have been suspended in the
wake of the Jonathan J. Pollard es-

(4

pionage case, according to knowl-

edgeable sources here.

The sources emphasized that
they believe the suspension is tem-
porary and does not affect higher-
level contacts between the two gov-
ernments. But the “routine. ex-
changes,” they said, would not be
resumed until after a U.S. investiga-

tive team has completed its ques-

tioning here of several Israelis tied to
the Pollard case.
Mr. Pollard, a civilian employee in

U.S. naval intelligence, was arrested-

in Washington November 21. He al-
legedly sold military secrets to the
Israelis that lay outside the range of
- intelligence data the United States
and Israel normally trade.

Sources here said that the sus-
pension halts, for the moment, gegu-
lar meetings in Washington between
Israeli diplomats and officials of the
U.S. State Department's Intelligence
and Research division.

A high-ranking Israeli official, ac-
knowledging that the routine ex-
changes appeared to have been puit

on hold, said, “It’s only natural that

some contacts are temporarﬂy
suspended.”

" But, he added, “To the best of our
knowledge only a few meetings
scheduled by our embassy people in
Washington won't take place in the
next few days.”

Another source said specifically
that a meeting that had been sched-
uled for Wednesday between Israeli
diplomats and ofﬂcials of the Intelli-
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gence and Research division had
been canceled.

The division collects mtelligence
data gathered by “covert sources,”
which it shares with other U.S.
agencies and occasionally with
“some U.S. allies,” according to one
source here.

Both U.S. and Israeli officials in
Jerusalem appeared eager to pre-
vent the development from being
blown out of proportion. .

Israell and U.S. Embassy officials
pointed out that a meeting of the
U.S.-Israell Joint Military and Politi-
cal Group took place last week.
Moreover, they noted, an Israeli
group is still scheduled to go to
Washi t-:gm'm -soon to explore Israel’'s
poten nvolvement in the Reagan
administration’s Strategic Defense

" Initiative, the “star wars” p

rogram. .

Last week, Prime Minister Shi-
mon Peres formally apologized to
Washington over the implications of
the Pollard case and promised full
cooperation in the investigation.

Washington expressed satisfac-
tion with the prime minister’s apolo-
gy. A team of U.S. tnvestigators is
expected to arrive here by the begin-
ning of next week to interview Israel
figures who have been tied to the
Pollard case.

They are Rafi Eitan, who is said
to have been the controller of an ob-
scure intelligence unit in the Israeli
Defense Ministry that obtained in-
formation from Mr. Pollard, and two
Israell science attaches who were
summoned back to Israel the day af-
ter Mr. Pollard was arrested.

“They are going to be interviewed,
not interrogated,” an Israeli official
said yesterday. “They are gomg to
have a discussion.”
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